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NFL announces nominees for Salute to Service Award presented by 
USAA; TN Titans John Williams honored ... from sports page 2 

PORT ARANSAS, Texas — 
Eager sportfishing fans will have 
three days to catch live coverage 
of the Yamaha Bassmaster Red-
fish Cup Championship pre-
sented by Skeeter, which runs 
Nov. 12-14 out of Port Aransas, 
Texas. Competition hours are 
6:45 a.m.-2.45 p.m. CT, with 
daily weigh-ins set for 3 p.m. at 
Fisherman’s Wharf. 
 

MEMPHIS, TN. Nov. 8, 2021 – 
Off of a 2-0 week that included 
wins over SMU and Temple, sen-
ior setter Sabrina Bianco was 
named to the American Athletic 
Conference Weekly Honor Roll. 
It’s Bianco’s second weekly 
honor of the season, as she was 
named the AAC Offensive 
Player of the Week Sept. 6 after 
Memphis’ three-win perform-
ance at the Central Arkansas In-
vitational. 
 This past week, Bianco recorded 
a double-double against both the 
Mustangs and Owls. In total, Bi-
anco had 100 sets to lead the 
team and added 36 digs, second-
most on the team. The senior 
added four aces and three blocks 
in an impressive two-match 
showing. 
 The fourth-year setter is ap-
proaching 1,000 assists on the 
season, with 944 over the team’s 
first 26 matches. Bianco is sec-
ond on the team in digs per set 
(2.69) and second in service aces 
(22). For her career, Bianco has 
more than 3,200 assists across 95 
matches, with nearly 2,600 of 
those in 65 matches for the 
Tigers. 
 Memphis is back in action on 
Thursday with a trip to Orlando 
to take on UCF at 6 p.m., while 
the Tigers will wrap up the week-
end with a 12 p.m. match Sat-
urday at USF. For complete 
information on Memphis Tigers 
Volleyball, visit www.GoTig-
ersGo.com and follow the team’s 
social media channels on Twitter, 
Instagram and Facebook. 

FOX Sports. As part of the game, 
Medal of Honor recipients will 
be present and recognized in-sta-
dium. Using her expertise in 
branding and marketing as well 
as tapping into the Cowboys 
widespread fanbase, Jones is 
bringing the values of the Medal 
of Honor to the entire country – 
courage, sacrifice, commitment, 
integrity, citizenship, and patriot-
ism and using her leadership role 
to bring communities together.  
In July, the U.S. House unani-
mously passed the National 
Medal of Honor Monument Act 
416-0 in a rare act of bipartisan-
ship and alongside the 66 living 
recipients of the Medal of Honor, 
Jones is bringing heroes' stories 
to life in a way which compels us 
all to become better versions of 
ourselves and lead lives of serv-
ice. 
HOUSTON TEXANS  
HOUSTON TEXANS CHEER-
LEADERS 
 The Houston Texans organiza-
tion has a proud tradition of hon-
oring those who serve, and one of 
our greatest ambassadors for the 
cause is the Houston Texans 
Cheerleaders. The Texans Cheer-
leaders have always dedicated 
their time and talents to honoring 
service members. Since the be-
ginning, the Cheerleaders have 
supported causes such as the 
USO, Wounded Warrior Project, 
Operation FINALLY HOME, 
T.A.P.S., Tuesday's Children and 
many others. In 2019, the Texans 
Cheerleaders traveled overseas 
with Armed Forces Entertain-
ment headlining the Salute to 
Service Super Bowl 10-day Tour 
that visited the Al Dahfra Air 
Force Base in United Arab Emi-
rates, bases in Qatar and Camp 
Lemmonier, Djibouti. The tour 
featured the Houston Texans 
Cheerleaders along with four 
Texans Legends who performed 
60-minute shows. The Cheer-
leaders spent what little free time 
they had getting to know the 
service members and their 
stories, going on base tours, 
going through simulation exer-
cises, playing flag football and 
sitting down to listen as they 
spoke about their friends and 
families back home. Women vet-
erans is a cause that is of particu-
lar importance to the Texans 
Cheerleaders. Prior to the pan-
demic, Texans Cheerleaders and 
alumni of the Texans Cheer-

leaders program volunteered 
with The W.A.V.E. Campaign, a 
women's veterans service organ-
ization, to package and distribute 
much-needed undergarments, 
pajamas and comfort items to 
women receiving treatment in 
the VA Hospital. Each time the 
military needs support, the 
Texans Cheerleaders are there. 
Last year during the pandemic 
when players were not doing ap-
pearances, the Cheerleaders kept 
playing a critical role in the or-
ganization's continued support of 
the military. Events included vis-
iting the USO Center at Hous-
ton's Bush Intercontinental 
Airport to deliver meals to serv-
ice members and volunteers, 
stepping up to distribute turkeys 
and Thanksgiving meals to 150 
families at Ellington Field Joint 
Reserve Base, providing lunches 
for National Guard and Army 
Reserve troops coming home 
from the Capitol in January, and 
welcoming back 120 service 
members from a nine-month 
overseas deployment. 
 
CAROLINA PANTHERS  
CHRISTIAN MCCAFFREY 
(Running Back) 
 Upon entering the NFL in 2017 
following an All-American ca-
reer at Stanford University, Car-
olina Panthers running back 
Christian McCaffrey was quick 
to establish a focal point of his 
outreach efforts. "I've always had 
a huge respect for the military," 
said Christian. "I have a little bit 
of military background on my 
dad's side, so growing up it's just 
some of the values instilled in me 
at a young age. Without the men 
and women who defend our 
country, I wouldn't be able to 
play the game that I love so 
much." Through his personal en-
gagement over the past five sea-
sons, Christian has partnered 
with military service organiza-
tions USO of North Carolina and 
Veterans Bridge Home in a vari-
ety of morale-raising and fund-
raising efforts. He has also joined 
forces with team and league part-
ners USAA and Lowe's to sup-
port their military outreach 
initiatives. Christian's efforts are 
grassroots, grounded and per-
sonal. His own game day tradi-
tion of providing tickets to 
service members to each Pan-
thers home game has served 
dozens of active-duty military. In 

2021, Christian embarked on a 
deeply personal effort to support 
troops and their families dealing 
with the challenges of Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder as his 
foundation established the 22 
and Troops initiative in partner-
ship with REBOOT Recovery. 
22 and Troops was launched out 
of a desire by McCaffrey to sup-
port those who have made the 
greatest sacrifices and need help 
to address what happens when 
the uniform comes off, and these 
heroes come home. With more 
than 22 veterans dying by sui-
cide every day, these families 
simply cannot wait. "My own 
football season in 2020 taught 
me some lessons about resil-
ience, but that hardly compares 
to what these heroes face and 
must grapple with when they 
come home and make their 
comeback," said McCaffrey. 
"With 22 and Troops, we can 
show our service men and 
women and their families that we 
are their community, here to sup-
port them. And together with 
REBOOT, we can offer tools and 
assistance from others who have 
walked through this trauma 
themselves." McCaffrey con-
tinued, "I have always planned to 
get involved on the medical side 
of it for troops who come home 
and to make sure their healthcare 
is top of the line. I get treated 
every day, and our service men 
and women deserve the same 
kind of care when they get back. 
They deserve a good life when 
they come back. 
 
CHICAGO BEARS  
JIMMY GRAHAM (Tight End) 
 Jimmy Graham continues to 
focus is giving on support for the 
men and women who serve and 
have served in the United States 
military, as he has done through-
out his NFL career. The mission 
of The Jimmy Graham Founda-
tion is to provide life-changing 
and impactful experiences 
through the freedom of flight. To 
recognize the accomplishments 
and sacrifices of veterans of all 
eras and provide flights for unfa-
miliar and underprivileged youth 
as an introduction to aviation. 
Jimmy takes veterans up in his 
two US Army aircraft restora-
tions - a 1957 de Havilland 
Beaver and 1967 UH1 Iroquois 
"Huey" helicopter. The Huey 
served as a part of the 170th As-

sault Helicopter Company. Both 
aircraft fought in the Vietnam 
War, and they are the cornerstone 
of his giving back to our country. 
This past year The Jimmy Gra-
ham Foundation provided over 
50 rides to veterans in South 
Florida. A particularly special 
flight was with Tee Sifford, a 
pilot and purple heart veteran 
from the Vietnam war. The 
Jimmy Graham Foundation has 
also partnered with Luna Cafe in 
Wisconsin to sell the "Huey 
Blend" coffee which supports 
The Jimmy Graham Foundation 
www.lunacafe.com/products/jim-
mygraham. Additionally, he do-
nates tickets to each 2021 Bears 
home game for the Bears' Boeing 
Military Salute honoree. During 
every game an extraordinary 
service member is recognized in-
game and then enjoys watching 
the Bears from seats, compli-
ments of Jimmy. It is an honor for 
the Bears to recognize Jimmy for 
his continued commitment to the 
military community and nomi-
nate him for the NFL Salute to 
Service Award. 
 
 GREEN BAY PACKERS  
CHRIS GIZZI (Packers Strength 
& Conditioning Coach) 
After taking one visit to the Air 
Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, Green Bay Packers 
strength and conditioning coordi-
nator, Chris Gizzi, knew he had 
found his calling. "The people…

really enticed me. I knew these 
are the types of people I want to 
be around…the guys I want to 
play football with, the men and 
women I want to go to school 
with and want to serve with," 
Chris said. Chris began his 
Packers career as a player from 
2000 until 2001, playing 23 
games as linebacker. In the first 
Monday Night Football game 
after 9/11, Chris served as special 
teams captain and led his team-
mates out of the tunnel with an 
American flag to provide a dis-
play of patriotism and strength 
for the teams, fans and viewers 
around the country.  He rejoined 
the team in 2013 as a strength 
and conditioning intern, and in 
2014, he was hired as a strength 
and conditioning assistant. Now 
in his current role, he does every-
thing he can to give back to the 
U.S. military and honor those 
who have served. He speaks with 
young people who are interested 
in serving and share his own ex-
perience. In addition to mentor-
ing students, Chris finds 
countless ways to give back to 
veterans. He works with local 
military nonprofit groups to 
spend time with other veterans 
and thank them for their service 
and speak at their events. In 
2019, Chris hosted the Packers 
Huddle for Heroes in Green Bay, 
which partnered current Packers 
players with local veterans 
groups to show appreciation for 
the veterans' service, listen to 

their stories and write letters to 
active-duty military members. 
Chris believes it is so important 
to take the time to listen to those 
who have served. He knows ex-
actly how a simple gesture say-
ing, "Thank you for your 
service," can mean the world to 
those who have made that sac-
rifice for our country. We believe 
that Chris' service and commit-
ment to all who are considering 
serving, currently serving, or 
have served in the military are 
what make him a perfect candi-
date to receive the Salute to Serv-
ice Award.  
 
 About USAA  
Founded in 1922 by a group of 
military officers, USAA is among 
the leading providers of insur-
ance, banking and investment 
and retirement solutions to 13 
million members of the U.S. mil-
itary, veterans who have honor-
ably served and their families. 
Headquartered in San Antonio, 
USAA has offices in seven U.S. 
cities and three overseas loca-
tions and employs more than 
36,000 people worldwide. Each 
year, the company contributes to 
national and local nonprofits in 
support of military families and 
communities where employees 
live and work.  
 For more information about 
USAA, follow  on Facebook or 
Twitter (@USAA), or visit 
usaa.com. 

Participants in the Redfish Cup Championship get ready for a 10-team competition. 
(Photo/Courtesy: Yamaha Bassmaster)

The 10 teams competing will 
only be allowed to weigh two 
fish in the 20- to 28-inch slot per 
day rather than the standard five-
fish limit for B.A.S.S. events, 
which will make finding the 
right bites critical for claiming 
the $50,000 first prize. 
Bassmaster Redfish LIVE kicks 
off Day 1 with real-time cover-
age from each of the 10 boats be-
ginning at 7 a.m. on 
Bassmaster.com. FS1 will broad-
cast live the mornings of Days 2 
and 3 with continuing coverage 
available on Bassmaster.com. 
(All times Central) 

 
Friday, November 12 
7 a.m. – 10 a.m.
Bassmaster.com 
 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Bassmaster.com 
 
Saturday, November 13 
7 a.m. – 10 a.m. FS1;  
FOX Sports Digital 
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Bassmaster.com 
Sunday, November 14 
7 a.m. – 11 a.m. FS1;  
FOX Sports Digital 
 12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Bassmaster.com 
 
Ten teams will compete in this 
year’s Redfish Cup Champion-
ship, including the teams of Tra-
vis Land and Nicky Savoie and 
Glenn Vann and Thomas Barlow 

from the Elite Redfish Tourna-
ment Trail as well as Jeremy 
Heimes and Mickey Gibbs and 
Chris Cenci and Chris Kennedy 
from the Power-Pole Pro Redfish 
Tour. Joining these talented 
teams are six additional all-star 
teams featuring Bassmaster pro 
anglers paired with redfish pros: 
Matt Herren and Chad Manning; 
Derek Hudnall and Ron Hueston; 
Mark Menendez and Ricky Bort; 
Patrick Walters and Dwayne Es-
chete; Chris Zaldain and Ryan 
Rickard; and Trait Zaldain and 
Matt McCabe. 
 The 2021 Yamaha Bassmaster 
Redfish Cup Championship pre-

sented by Skeeter is being hosted 
by the Port Aransas Tourism Bu-
reau & Chamber of Commerce. 
 
2021 Redfish Cup Championship 
Title Sponsor: Yamaha 
2021 Redfish Cup Championship 
Presenting Sponsor: Skeeter 
2021 Redfish Cup Championship 
Premier Sponsors: Humminbird, 
Minn Kota, Power-Pole 
2021 Redfish Cup Championship 
Supporting Sponsor: Lithium 
Pros 
 
About B.A.S.S. 
B.A.S.S., which encompasses the 
Bassmaster tournament leagues, 

events and media platforms, is 
the worldwide authority on bass 
fishing and keeper of the culture 
of the sport, providing cutting 
edge content on bass fishing 
whenever, wherever and ho-
wever bass fishing fans want to 
use it. Headquartered in Birm-
ingham, Ala., the 515,000-
member organization’s fully 
integrated media platforms in-
clude the industry’s leading mag-
azines (Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 
radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. For more than 
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation 
and youth fishing. 
 
 The Bassmaster Tournament 
Trail includes the most presti-
gious events at each level of 
competition, including the Bass-
master Elite Series, Basspro.com 
Bassmaster Opens Series, TNT 
Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation 
Series, Carhartt Bassmaster Col-
lege Series presented by Bass 
Pro Shops, Mossy Oak Fishing 
Bassmaster High School Series 
presented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors, Bassmaster Team 
Championship, Bassmaster 
B.A.S.S. Nation Kayak Series 
powered by TourneyX, Yamaha 
Bassmaster Redfish Cup Cham-
pionship presented by Skeeter 
and the ultimate celebration of 
competitive fishing, the 
Academy Sports + Outdoors 
Bassmaster Classic presented by 
Huk. 

The 10 teams competing will 
only be allowed to weigh two 
fish in the 20- to 28-inch slot 
per day rather than the stan-
dard five-fish limit for 
B.A.S.S. events, which will 
make finding the right bites 
critical for claiming the 
$50,000 first prize. 

Sportfishing fans can catch Redfish Cup Championship 
coverage live on Fox Sports and on Bassmaster.com

Sabrina Bianco 
named to 

 AAC Weekly 
Honor Roll 


